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ReSearch Questions:

Overarching aim: to explore grassroots spatial
experi of tr Itural Cornish (i.e.,
experiences beyond official narratives of
heritage). | seek to answer:

1.  How do shop owners and other grassroots
actors responsible for Cornish heritage,
shape Cornish identity in the landscape?

2. To what extent does the commaodification
of Cornishness affect pride in identity?

3. From descendants’ experiences, how have
experiences of Cornishness transformed,
and how do they continue to transform?

4. Framing a future Cornishness in Hidalgo,
what do descendants’ lived discourses tell
us about the extent of its perceived
sustainability, the importance of this, and
the likely future directions for Cornish
identity here?
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Pachuca’y Former Train Station -
Now archive / cubhural centve.
Adapted prom: RubeHM (2017)
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Yes, that's right!

The Cornish were recruited to revive the
silver mines of Hidalgo, a region around
80 miles north of Mexico City! Here, the
city of Pachuca, and town of Real del
Monte, were the two main magnets of
Cornish migration

(Schwartz 2006)
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Descendants
of original
Cornish miners
are now third-

fifth generation
— many of

whom still live
in Hidalgo.
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Methodological choices

Walking + photographing signs in the landscape and analysing
these (social semiotic multimodal analysis), complimented by
archival research to understand their historic use of signs - the
latter known as intertextuality - (Kristeva 1780; 1786).

U
Interviews with producers of these signs to understand intended
meanings and values mediated through visual resources.
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Walking tours (Pink 2008; 2015) with descendants of Cornish
(now third-fifth generation of original miners), to understand their
experiences including participatory photography.

Photo elicitation (Rose 2016) + semi-structured interviews with
descendants.

Scholarly context
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‘ Thls is noT to say Tha'r this contemporary
focus is unimportant: Payton (2020a, p.432)
~ argues for a revived Cornish identity

‘ overseas, a phenomenon having gained
Trac'rlon over the past twenfy ye.ars|

Scan here for a
special walking
tour of Cornish-
Mexican Heritage!

lmeihods 1 will explore during |
‘my fieldwork in Hidalgo next |
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Contemporary Cornish identity in
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Scan here for a
special walking
tour of Cornish-
Mexican
Heritage!




